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CITY OF

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

410 SE Main Street, Suite 102, Grimes, lowa 50111
P:515.986.4050 | F: 515.986.4480

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
APPLICATION FOR
VARIANCE REQUEST

Applications are due the first of the month at
12:00 p.m. to be added to the next BOA agenda.

You are required to attend your hearing—by agent or
in person. Please read application thoroughly. The
City has the right to refuse an incomplete application.




INSTRUCTIONS FOR REQUIRED INFORMATION

NO REQUEST FOR VARIANCE CAN BE ACCEPTED FOR FILING UNLESS
ALL OF THE REQUIRED INFORMATION IS PRESENTED

1. GENERAL INFORMATION. The Grimes Board of Adjustment (BOA) is empowered
by Iowa law and by Ordinance to hear requests for variance(s) and to make decisions on
said requests pertaining to the Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 165.37 and for certain
exceptions to the district regulations. The BOA is a five-member quasi-judicial body
with authority to grant variances in exceptional cases and is limited to such cases that
are consistent with the general purpose and spirit of the zoning regulations. The BOA
has no authority to allow a variance that would have the effect of establishing a -
non-conforming use of land or to change district boundaries except as outlined in the

Zoning Ordinance. ,
Wednescly
2. MEETING DATES. The Board of Adjustment meets at 5:30 p.m. on the third Fuesday- A G,J = 20
7

of each month. Submittal of all the information does not in any way guarantee that the
application will be placed on the next available BOA agenda. All BOA meetings are
open to the public and are held in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 101 NE H rvey
Street, Grimes, Iowa. ZLo00) nyee”s \ﬁ%—

3. FILING DEADLINE: The deadline to file an application for variance with the BOA is
12:00 p.m. the first day of the month of the board meeting."All'materials must be filed in
the Development Services Department office at 410 SE Maine Street Suite 102, Grimes,

Iowa. ~——

NOTE: Be sure that you have all required materials at that time. Failure to do so may
result in your request for variance being delayed to the next regularly scheduled
meeting.

4. FILING FEE: A filing fee is required at the time the materials are filed with the
Development Services Department office. The fee covers administrative expenses and
legal notification of surrounding property owners within 250 feet of the property in
question. No request for variance is to be considered filed until this fee is received. The
fee is $150.00 to request a variance and payment must be submitted with the application.
The fee shall be paid at the Development Services Department office, 410 SE Main Street
Suite 102. Make all checks payable to the City of Grimes. The fee is nonrefundable.

5. SITE PLAN: The applicant must submit a site plan that clearly shows the variance
being requested. The site plan should be drawn to scale, and should be a reproducible,
black line drawing or free hand drawing on a sheet of paper no larger than 24" x 36"
{Use of an actual property survey is suggested but not required). The applicant may submit
the same site plan that was submitted for a building permit. The site plan shall include
the following information:

a) Property lines and dimensions
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b)Location and size of all existing and proposed structures (buildings,
driveways, parking lots, sidewalks, fences, etc.)

c) Required setback and buffer location(s)

d)Any other pertinent information necessary to fully understand the need for a
variance (e.g. significant change in topography, location and size of mature
trees, etc.)

NOTE: If the request for variance is for a sign, the request must be accompanied by
both a fully dimensioned, to-scale elevation drawing of the sign, as well as a fully
dimensioned to-scale site plan showing the exact location of the sign whether it is a
free standing or a building sign.

6. SUPPORTING INFORMATION FORM: The Board of Adjustment may grant a
variance provided that "unnecessary hardship" exists; that the variance is not contrary to
the public interest; and that the spirit of the Zoning Ordinance is upheld. The
Supporting Information form addresses these issues and asks for responses to each of
the "tests" in order to grant a variance. The Supporting Information form must be
completely filled out in order to process the application for a variance.

7. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: If you have questions about this form, or should
you require additional information regarding the variance process, please contact the
Development Services Department at (515)986-4050.

Grimes Devéf(_)pment Services | 410 SE Main St, Suite 102 | P: (515)986-4030 | F: (515)986-4480
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APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE

All required information must be presented before acceptance of application.
The applicant must complete all sections in bold for review to begin.

Please type or print:

1. Date: “f I | /9;0&9\
Applicant Name: Den CA a H ansth
_ - ™ |
Address: w63 SE Dolan D( (Hrimes 50 i
(Street) (City) (State) (Zip)
Telephone Number: 9 \ 5-A1 (- P 5 7(?
(Home) (Work)
E-Mail Address: S5 Oi’\.‘l &"t ansen @ MsN., CoTY)

2. Location of Property

Street Address: (% SE Do k&(“) D'\”

Legal Description: Lot 4 Shawver Meadows Plat 1

Zoning Classification: _R-2

This request for variance cannot be processed until all required materials are
submitted. In addition to this application, the following information is required for
submission. On a separate sheet of paper please type or print the following:
Response to the attached supporting information form
4. Site plan drawn to scale
This plan shall be no larger than 24” x 36” and easily reproducible.
5. Application fee
An application is not considered filed until filing fee is paid.

The Board of Adjustment may grant a variance provided the BOA can make a finding of
unnecessary hardship and can determine that the variance will not be contrary to the

public interest and the spirit of the Zoning Ordinance.

Grimes Development Services | 410 SE Main St, Suite 102 | P: (515)986-4050 | F: (515)986-4480
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The Board of Adjustment may grant a variance provided the BOA can make a finding of
unnecessary hardship and can determine that the variance will not be contrary to the

public interest and the spirit of the Zoning Ordinance.

This request for variance will not be granted unless sufficient facts are presented in this
application and at the BOA hearing to support a positive finding by the BOA. In
support of this request, a Supporting Information form shall be completed by the
applicant(s).

Approval of this request for variance by the Board of Adjustment in no way absolves the
applicant from subsequently obtaining the necessary development approvals, such as
site plan, building permits, etc. from the City of Grimes or any other applicable agency.

I (We) certify that I (We) have been denied a Building/Zoning permit and I (We)
have submitted all the required information to request for a variance and that
such information is factual.

Signed by: _k%fﬂb\\@%‘_JCupwan date: 4 / 4 _}.E%C‘%?s
(Owner)

Or: on date:
(Owners Agent)

Grimes Development Services | 410 SE Main St, Suite 102 | P: (515)986-4050 | F: (515)986-4480




Variance Request Application.doc 5
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SUPPORTING INFORMATION FORM

The Board of Adjustment is authorized to grant a variance provided all the following
requirements are satisfied. Use a separate sheet of paper if desired, and address each
issue below:

L

IL.

IIL

A finding showing of good and sufficient cause. The applicant must show that
there is a reason for applying.

A determination that a literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in a
substantial hardship to the applicant. The applicant must show that there is a
hardship (utilities, parking, etc.).

The hardship is not self-imposed. The applicant must show that the proposed
hardship is being caused by the strict interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance
and not self-imposed by the applicant.

- The variance will not be contrary to the public interest or neighborhood integrity.

The applicant must present information to indicate that the variance will not
result in injury or endangerment to other property or persons nor will it
devalue nearby property.

The granting of a variance is the minimum necessary to afford relief from this
Code of Ordinances while preserving the spirit of the zoning ordinance. The
applicant must list other options that have been considered in lieu of granting
a variance.

Grimes Development Services | 410 SE Main St, Suite 102 | P: (515)986-4050 | F: (5 15)986-4480




Support Information Form
4/1/2022
Sondra Hansen
603 SE Dolan Dr

Question 1
e The new fence is a direct replacement with no changes from when the house was purchased.
e The Fence is a barrier from drivers, road noise, pedestrians, the street, and the sidewalk. SE 6™
has consistent traffic, and the fence may help deter a driver from going off the road into the

yard.

e Thereisn’t a house/yard on the other side of the sidewalk, just a street, therefore no tunnel
effect.

e The backyard is already losing 2 feet on the west side due to the water easement that the city
requires.

e The fence doesn’t need to be closer to the sidewalk, just in its original location.
e Taking into consideration the tree and its roots in the NW corner of the yard
® No one was notified of the new 10ft change
Question 2
e The yard is already small and will be losing side and backyard space.
e To trim the tree, it will be inconvenient to go outside the fence.
e Trying to save as much square footage of yard as possible due to losing space because of the
water easement.
® This setback would encroach on the useable yard space and thus hurt resale of anyone who
values a yard
e There may be extra costs to move the posts from their current placement.
Question 3
e The house was purchased in 2011, with the fence already in place
e The 10 ft requirement seems a bit excessive. The current location of the posts are between 5-7
ft from the sidewalk.
Question 4
e Replacing the fence in the same place that it was originally, improving neighborhood appeal
e The fence is not inhibiting anyone or anything
e There is still at least 6ft of space between the sidewalk and the fence
e The street and sidewalk curve away from the fence/property
Question 5
® Not replace the fence and therefore no privacy and no safety
e The proposed 10 ft setback could cause damage to the NW tree and its roots
e Arborvitae trees. Trees are not as private as a fence. Someone could enter the yard through the
trees. Trees require more upkeep.
e Originally, | was planning to repair the damaged posts. Since the pickets were old and rotting
anyway, the decision was made to replace the whole fence. Instead of an eye sore, a new fence
would be more appealing.




Pictures included

L ]

The original fence and the corner where the crab apple tree is, where we used to take family
pictures.

Standing on the west sidewalk looking east down the fence line

Standing on the north sidewalk looking west at the tree. The white flags are approximately 10 ft
from the sidewalk.

Standing on the west sidewalk near the current post and the tree. The white flags show the 10 ft
from sidewalk or easement.
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	Meeting Held Electronically due to COVID-19
	Electronic Meeting as Provided Under Iowa Code, Chapter 21*
	*Please note that this Grimes Board of Adjustment Meeting will be an electronic meeting pursuant to Iowa Code Section 21.8 due to the national health emergency that makes it impossible or impractical for an in-person meeting.
	The public is welcome and encouraged to attend and participate in this meeting by either internet or phone as follows:
	1.  Internet- Meeting attendance may be obtained by “Join Zoom Meeting”.  Simply enter the following internet address and ID:
	Join Zoom Meeting
	Meeting ID: 842 8263 8363
	2.  By Phone:   877 853 5257 US Toll-free.
	Hearing Assistance:  If you are deaf or hard of hearing, Grimes will provide a sign language communicator on the internet Zoom meeting video presentation upon request.  Please contact the Grimes City Clerk Rochelle Williams by email at rwilliams@grime...
	For any additional assistance or questions in attending the meeting, please call 515-986-3036 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., or contact the Grimes City Clerk Rochelle Williams by email at rwilliams@grimesiowa.gov.
	For any additional assistance or questions in attending the meeting, please call 515-986-3036 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
	Meetings will be recorded
	AGENDA




